
INFORMATION CONCERNING PETITION FOR HEARING
  For use of this form, see AR 37-1; the proponent is OASA(FM).  

NAME OF DEBTOR SSN

AMOUNT OF DEBT DATE OF NOTICE

Under the Debt Collection Act of 1982, you have a right to request a hearing for the following reasons: (1) to contest the
validity of the debt; (2) to contest the amount of the debt; and/or (3) to contest the terms of the proposed offset
schedule. In order to request a hearing you must complete the enclosed Petition For Hearing and submit it with the
required documents indicated in the Request For Hearing. The only documents that may be considered at the hearing are
those which have been previously submitted with your Petition For Hearing and those submitted by the Creditor
Component. Additional documents may be considered only if you can demonstrate that they could not have been
discovered by due diligence on your part prior to the required submission date. The Petition For Hearing and the required
documents listed on the petition must be filed with the Creditor Component within 30 days from the date of the notice,
or, if you requested copies of records from the creditor, within 45 days from the date you received such records. Fifteen
additional days will be added when correspondence must go through non-United States mail systems. Days are counted
as calendar days. Unless the Petition For Hearing and the required information are received within the time limits
specified, you will have waived your right to a hearing.
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The hearing may be an oral hearing with yourself, your representative, if you select one, the representative of the creditor
agency, and witnesses present, or it may be a paper hearing. A paper hearing is a review of the debt documentation
submitted by you and the Creditor Component. Both types of hearings will be conducted by a qualified hearing official
who is not under the supervision or control of the head of the Creditor Component. The Creditor Component will
determine whether you will be granted an oral hearing or paper hearing. You will be granted a paper hearing unless: (1) a
statute authorizes or requires the Creditor Component to consider waiver of the indebtedness, you request waiver of the
indebtedness, and the waiver determination turns on an issue of credibility or veracity; or (2) you request reconsideration
of indebtedness and the Creditor Component determines that the issue of indebtedness cannot be resolved by a review of
documentary evidence, for example, when the validity of the debt turns on the issue of credibility or veracity.

If you are granted an oral hearing, it will be held at a military facility as close as possible to your work station. Your
attendance, as well as the attendance of your representative, if you select one, and your witnesses, will be at no expense
to the Government. 

The hearing official's decision must be issued within 60 days from the date the Creditor Component receives your
completed Petition For Hearing unless you request and the hearing official grants a delay in the proceedings. Delays will
be granted only for good cause, such as a serious illness or other circumstances beyond your control which could not
have been anticipated prior to the hearing date. If you fail to appear at a scheduled oral hearing you will have waived your
right to a hearing. You will receive a written copy of the hearing official's decision. If the Petition For Hearing and the
required submission indicated above are received by the Creditor Component within 5 days of the deadline date, you may
petition the Creditor Component to show that you had good cause for failure to meet the deadline date. If you fail to
appear at a scheduled oral hearing you may also petitions the creditor agency to show good cause why you failed to
appear. If a hearing official determines that you had good cause for failure to meet the deadline date or to appear at an
oral hearing, you will be granted a hearing.


